CIRCLE NO. 12 IN PROVINCE 11 @:'

SOUTHAMPTON CIRCLE NEWS

Circle President: Harry Harrison

A jovial September get-together

Nigel Miller of Portsmouth made his first visit to us as President of
Portsmouth at our September meeting and dinner (above left
with Harry). We welcomed once again visiting gentleman, Joe
Bright, who took these photos and who will be enrolled next
month. We were also pleased to see some Brothers who have

been unable to visit us over recent months.

This month, the burden was not solely placed on Malcolm's
broad shoulders to ensure that the evening finished on a
humorous note. Nigel and Joe also joined in the joke-telling

session.

September 2024

OCTOBER
MEETING & DINNER

LADIES NIGHT
Monday 14 October
7.30 pm
Doubletree Hotel
SO16 3RB

COUNCIL MEETING
Tuesday 24 September
7.30 pm
Doubletree Hotel
SO16 3RB

LUNCH CLUB

Thursday 19 September
The Mill Arms,
Dunbridge.

SO51 OLF

All Circles welcome

LADIES
AFTERNOON TEA
Wednesday 28 October
2.00 pm
White Horse Hotel
Romsey SO51 87J

SEPTEMBER
STATISTICS
Circle Strength 39
Present 15
Apologies 24
Visitors 1

Visiting Gentlemen 1

Our President's  pjocese
Charity 2024/25 of Guntur
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The lunch club enjoyed yet another

new culinary discovery at The Hare &

Bill & Helen Eales celebrate their 55th wedding Aranuels L Plnsion.

anniversary this month. They attended the

significant anniversaries Mass at Basingstoke JOINT NOVEMBER CIRCLE

where they met other members of Province 11. MEETING ON THE IOW

Congratulations Bill & Helen, and all those in the Our Provincial President, David
Circle who celebrated significant anniversaries this Shields, and his fellow Brothers of
year which include the Harrisons, Palethorpes and Isle of Wight Circle have invited us,
Singletons, the latter having married on the very our ladies and Bournemouth Circle
same day as the Eales. to join them for a joint Circle

meeting at lunchtime on Monday 4
November at the Island Sailing
Club in Cowes. It will be an easy
journey as the venue is an easy 2-
minutes walk from the Red Jet
landing. We will be lunching in the
Club's top floor dining room and
conservatory which has 180° views
across the Solent. The Club serves

an excellent lunch at a very

reasonable cost.

A return trip on the Red Jet as a

NEW MEETING START TIMES

Southampton Circle meetings will start at the earlier

passenger is £33 per pp/£14.90

. i - _ ' for over 60s and takes under 30
time of 7.00 pm during British wintertime of _ _
minutes each way. IOW mariners

November through to March (the December party _

. - } have assured me that weather is
will start at 7.00 for 7.30 pm). The meeting time will ,
. » usually very good for crossings
then revert back to 7.30 pm during the British _

' . during November.

summertime months of April through to October.

The exception will be November 2024 (see right). https://islandsc.org.uk/on-land/
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PLAYING
OUR CARDS
RIGHT!

ALRIGHT MY
LOVES?

It was nice to see everyone, to see everyone nice... at Portsmouth Circle for a game of 'Play
Your Cards Right'. Harry, Malcolm, Bob, Paul & Jackie and Graham & Christine flew the flag
for Southampton and they were delighted to meet up with not only members and wives from
Portsmouth but also a contingent from neighbouring Chichester Circle. There was a reunion
with Osterley President James Pinto, Andover Provincial Councillor Paul Smyth (pictured

above with Graham) and Pamela who all visited us in August.

Teams were made up from tables, not Circles. Points mean prizes and it was the Palethorpes
table who went home victorious. The losers of the night were the table that hosted the other
Southampton members - not because they came last but because they had to put up with
Brucie impressions from their Circle President for most of the evening. Fortunately, Malcolm

and Graham formed a comedic double act of very good jokes to end the evening for all.

The Brucie bonus goes to Nigel Miller and Phil Hill for hosting an excellent games evening
for the second year running. They had a lot to live up to following last year's 'Call My Bluff'

and everyone agreed that the 2024 outing was a good game, good game.

[l S =]

The food at The Crown in Emsworth is excellent: it is worth a visit to a Portsmouth Circle
meeting to sample it alongside the convivial Portsmouth company. Next month they will be
enrolling a new member. Andover and Portsmouth Circles are amongst the smallest in
Province but have both expanded their membership in recent months. As Brucie would say:
"Didn't they do well?".

Thanks to Jackie & Harry for photos (Jackie & Malcolm unfortunately not pictured).
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PRESIDENT'S CHARITY: A PLEA FOR THE DIOCESE OF GUNTUR

As Southampton Circle President, | am deeply saddened to report on the devastating impact
of the recent floods in the Catholic Diocese of Guntur, which is my chosen charity. Bishop
Bhagyaiah has made a heartfelt appeal for assistance as the diocese and its parishioners have
suffered immensely due to this natural disaster. The floods have claimed many lives, including
those of parishioners from the Dalit community, often referred to as 'the rag pickers'. These
families live in extreme poverty on rubbish dumps and are now facing even greater

challenges in the aftermath of the disaster.

One particularly heroic act amidst the tragedy was that of a priest from the diocese. Risking
his own life, he waded through snake-infested floodwaters up to his armpits to retrieve the
Blessed Sacrament from his church, determined to protect this sacred symbol of hope for his
community. This selfless act of courage and devotion serves as a testament to the unwavering

faith and resilience of the people of Guntur. (See middle photo above.)

The diocese serves 6 churches in a poorly resourced parish,
home to over 650 families from the Dalit community. Most
families are illiterate and struggle to make ends meet. Bishop

Bhagyaiah and his priests have dedicated themselves to

supporting these vulnerable families, providing monthly meals
for the children of the rag pickers. However, their efforts have been severely hampered by a

lack of financial resources, which has only been exacerbated by the recent floods.

Please can we come together to support this cause and help alleviate the suffering of those
affected by this disaster. Your generosity can make a significant difference in the lives of these
families, allowing them to receive essential food, shelter, and support during this critical time
through voluntary contributions to the Circle bank account marked 'Guntur'. Let us stand in
solidarity with the Diocese of Guntur and extend our compassion to those who need it most.
Together we can help restore hope and dignity to the lives of the rag pickers and their
children.

Harry Harrison
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A PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES

by Wilma Boddeke & Folkert van Galen

‘¢

A

In August, we took part in an organised pilgrimage to Lourdes.
For over 60 years, the Catholic Association of England has
organised a pilgrimage to Lourdes for sick and disabled people,
supported by medical staff and helpers. Folkert was a
'‘brancardier' (pushing wheelchairs) and Wilma joined the
medical team.

Our group (over 200 persons) came from 4 different dioceses:
Clifton, Norwich, Southwark and Lancashire. There was also a
group from Portsmouth although our diocese chooses not to be
involved with this group. 2 archbishops, 4 bishops and a fair
number of priests and deacons completed what was a pleasant
group to be with.

We learned about the in-depth experiences of Lourdes from our
fellow pilgrims: the need for healing, support and redemption, as
well as the change from being ill at home and now visiting a holy
place. Pilgrims have been visiting here since Mary appeared to
the young Bernadette in the 1850s.

Some of the accompanied pilgrims were housed in the 'Accueil’,
a cottage-hospital like environment with full medical and nursing
care, dining room and coffee corner. More able-bodied people
stayed in different hotels, accompanied by others. We look back
at a wonderful experience and meetings, daily Masses, big
gatherings like the candle processions in the evening and the
varied exchanges at the dinner table. They were 8 days well
spent as helpers, not as tourists! This brought us closer to the

essence of Lourdes than any other visit or book could do.
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CIRCLE WELFARE

Please pray for Brothers &

wives who are unwell.
Anne Brady

Christine Grummitt
Simon Grummitt
Dawn Harrison
Henri Kemhadjian
Donald Kumarajeewa
Douglas Manning
Siobhan Shine
Tony Wilson

Please also pray for:

Luke Andrews,
Paul's nephew

Leo Brennan,
Ted's Son

Harry Harrison,
Harry's father

Mark Ingram,
Mark's son

Fernando Lillie,
Roger's grandson

IN MEMORIAM

Percy Hollick
Ted Tickle
Trevor Middleton
Roy Rylance
Harold Payne
Kathleen Parker
Ann O'Neill

Please pray for John
Perry (Winchester) who
has recently passed
away and for the Perry
family. May he rest in
peace and rise in glory.
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CATENIANS LUNCH CLUB

12.00 noon
Thursday 19 September
The Old Mill, Dunbridge, SO51 OLF

Dates for the diary Dates for the diary Dates for the diary Dates for the diary

PRESIDENT'S SUNDAY MASS & LUNCH
Sunday 29 September

11.00 am: Mass at St. Edward's Church, Chandlers Ford

12.30 for 1.00 pm: Lunch at Ampfield Golf Club
Drinks Reception / Two-course lunch @ £25 / Views of golf course / Ample parking

Members from other Circles welcome

Dates for the diary Dates for the diary Dates for the diary Dates for the diary

BOB MILLAR - 50 YEAR SCROLL PRESENTATION

7.30 pm on Monday 14 October
Doubletree by Hilton Hotel, Southampton SO16 3RB

Note: This will also be the October Circle meeting & dinner
Member from other Circles welcome

Dates for the diary Dates for the diary Dates for the diary Dates for the diary

NOVEMBER JOINT CIRCLE
MEETING & LUNCH
with ISLE OF WIGHT &
BOURNEMOUTH CIRCLES

Monday 3 November
Island Sailing Club
Cowes, IOW
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Merue

Maire Gowrse
M1
Slow cooked topside of beef, Yorkshire pudding (gfa)
M2
Roasted pork loin, pork crackling, apple sauce (gfa)
M3
Roasted apricot & herb stuffed lamb, pancetta lardons (contains spices)
M4
Garlic & thyme roasted chicken breast, sage & onion stuffing (gfa)

All of the above served with seasonal vegetables
M5
Wild mushroom & baby onion bourguignon, mash potato & veg crisps (v) (gfa)

WDessert Gowrse
D1

Lemon posset, strawberry coulis & fresh fruit (gfa)
D2
Caramelised plum crumble tart with vanilla creme anglais (gfa)
D3
Chocolate brownie & vanilla ice cream (gfa)
D4

Mixed berry Eton mess with meringue & raspberry coulis (gfa)

£25 per person

Please give your menu choices to Harry no later than
6.00 pm on Sunday 15 September at d.harrison?.dh@gmail.com

Please advise dietary requirements.
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CIRCLE DIARY

Thursday 19 September

CATENIANS LUNCH CLUB
Other Circles welcome

1200 noon: The Mill Arms, Dunbridge, SO51 OLF.
Contact: Malcolm Forster

Tuesday 24 September

SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING

7.30 pm: Doubletree Hotel SO16 3RB.
Contact: Folkert van Galen

Sunday 29 September

PRESIDENT'S SUNDAY MASS &
LUNCH

11.00 am: Mass at St. Edward's, Chandlers Ford.
12.30 for 1.00 pm: Lunch at Ampfield Golf Club,
Ampfield SO51 9BQ Contact: Harry & Daverio

Monday 14 October

BOB MILLAR 50TH ANNIVERSARY
SCROLL PRESENTATION

7.00 for 7.30 pm: Doubletree Hotel SO16 3RB.
Contact: Harry Harrison/Folkert van Galen

Tuesday 22 October

SEPTEMBER COUNCIL MEETING

7.30 pm: Doubletree Hotel SO16 3RB.
Contact: Folkert van Galen

Friday 25 October

CATENIANS LUNCH CLUB
Other Circles welcome

1200 noon: The Old Mill, Gordleton, SO41 6DJ.
Contact: Malcolm Forster

Monday 28 October

LADIES AFTERNOON TEA
(No afternoon tea in September)

2.00 pm: The White Horse Hotel, Romsey.
Contact: Margaret Lillie

Monday 4 November

JOINT CIRCLE MEETING WITH

Lunchtime: The Island Sailing Club, Isle of Wight.

IOW/BOURNEMOUTH (Ladies)

Contact: Harry Harrison/Folkert van Galen

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS: Peter Summerton (3), Alison Dobell (7), Jill Brennan (19)
OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS: Myra Philpott (4), Patrick Dobell (5), Maureen Bannon (31)
LOTTO WINNERS: 1st: Christine Grummitt, 2nd: Maggie Farran

CIRCLE OFFICERS 2024-25

President Harry Harrison 07500 662875 | d.harrison9.dh@gmail.com

Vice President Daverio Matteucci 07528 223512 | daveriomatteucci@googlemail.com
Provincial Councillor Stephen Driver 07796 788176 | chylowena@yahoo.co.uk
Secretary Folkert van Galen 07776 085767 | fvangalen@aol.com

Treasurer Paul Andrews 07711 923319 | p.andrews@fastlizard.co.uk

Membership Officer

Tony Murray 07881 670725

tonycfc@hotmail.co.uk

Registrar Martin Counihan 07816 906688 | mjc@gmx.ie

Chamberlain Richard Bubien 07739 795328 | rbubien@live.co.uk

Dining Officer Harry Harrison 07500 662875 | d.harrison9.dh@gmail.com
Welfare Officer Malcolm Forster 07774 400115 | malcolmandrita@btinternet.com
Charity Officer Steven Hulbert 07763 768883 | shulbert@live.co.uk

Benevolent Board Chairman Martin Counihan 07816 906688 | mjc@gmx.ie

Youth Officer Harry Harrison 07500 662875 | d.harrison9.dh@gmail.com
Careers & Employment Officer Harry Harrison 07500 662875 | d.harrison9.dh@gmail.com

Circle website: www.southamptoncatenians.org. / Facebook Page: Southampton Catenian Circle

Province 11 website: southern.catena.org.uk
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