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The Catenians 
Friendship   Family   Faith

SOUTHAMPTON CIRCLE NEWS 

FEBRUARY 2021

February          
Council Mee9ng                         

7.30 pm                                    
Tuesday                               

23 February 2021                                 
By Zoom 

March                       
Circle Mee9ng                 

7.30 pm                                    
Monday                               

1 March 2021                                 
By Zoom 

                     

Welfare ac>vity replaced 
by a Council ring-around 

February Mee9ng 
Sta9s9cs 

Circle Strength:            37 
Present:                     24  
Apologies:                   13           
Visitors:                         08                                   

Circle No. 12 in Province No. 11                            President: Michael Ingram 

PRESIDENT’S PONDERINGS
February always seems like one of the bleakest 
months to me. It’s usually the coldest month of 
the year, at least as far as my experience in 
Southampton is concerned. We have even had 
some snow. However, in spite of the gloom and 
the cold, the green shoots star>ng pushing 
upwards from the ground and buds begin to 
appear on the trees. It’s another new beginning as 
natures prepares for spring. 

It was Ash Wednesday last week and maybe it’s a chance to have a spiritual ‘new 
beginning’. I have heard it said that we either move forwards in our lives or we 
regress: there is no middle op>on. I know how easy it is to become a liTle bit 
blasé in my own spiritual life and there tends to be a bit of spiritual hardening of 
the arteries. My hope is that Lent can be a >me of reflec>on and growth, in spite 
of all the difficul>es and worries of life under the current restric>ons. 

To change the subject a liTle, last month we played a hand of ‘online’ cards at 
our coffee morning. I hope to organise a full online game some>me soon. If there 
are more than four people who want to play, then we can swap players a[er 
each hand. Those who are not playing can s>ll watch the game in progress. 
During the game we will have a Zoom session running so we can have a chat at 
the same >me. We have done this as a family and it works very well. Playing 
games on line gives us something to do while being in the company of others and 
having a casual chat. So, watch this space and do consider joining in. You might 
want to introduce it to your own family and friends! 

Our next mee>ng in March will be the last in my year as President. Our previous 
three mee>ngs have included two joint mee>ngs and a speaker evening so I 
think, for this coming mee>ng, we will take the opportunity to have a quieter 
evening, finishing with an opportunity for everyone to have a drink and a chat. 
We have been in lockdown for some >me now so it might be good to think about 
ideas for next year. If you have anything you think we should be doing, please 
feel free to bring it up so Brother Tony can consider including it in his social 
programme. 

In the mean>me, I hope you and your families are keeping clear of the virus and 
staying well. 

Best Wishes, Michael 



2

LADIES WHO ZOOM 
The Southampton Ladies Zoom mee>ng will take place on Friday 5 March at 8.00 
pm.  The mee>ng will be hosted by Jane Ingram who will send on the link to 
par>cipants.   

If there are any ladies who would like to join, but who have not yet passed on 
their email details, please let Jane Ingram or Margaret Lillie know. 
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URGENTLY WANTED -                                                
HELP WITH THE CIRCLE WEBSITE 

Brother Roger Lillie has maintained our website since its 
incep>on and has done a great job.  But with the office of 
Na>onal Vice-President looming in April, and Na>onal 
President the following year, Roger’s workload has 
increased. He now needs our help to administer the 

website. 

This is not an onerous task, nor does it need technical exper>se. Its content is part-sta>c with the occasional 
addi>ons or changes.  Roger will always be on hand to help out. Contact Roger if you can help.  

The website is becoming an important tool for adver>sing the Circle and encouraging membership. 

PROVINCIAL COUNCIL UPDATE - HARRY HARRISON NEXT VP 
At the recent Province 11 Council Mee>ng, Harry Harrison was confirmed as Province 11 Vice-President as 
at April 2021. Harry will be suppor>ng Adrian Holloway who will con>nue in the office a Provincial President 
for another year. Kevin Rafferty, who recently re>red as GB Na>onal Treasurer, will take on the office of 
Province 11 Treasurer. The role of Provincial Secretary was recently filled by Roland Cise following the sad 
loss of Mike Walsh last year who held the role for many years.

HAPPY 80TH BIRTHDAY TONY! 
Congratula>ons to Tony Porter who celebrated his 80th birthday last 
week.  As the pandemic started a few months a[er Tony joined 
Southampton Circle, there has been no opportunity for a recent 
photo.  But proving that Tony is a true Southampton Brother at heart, 
despite a short membership, it didn’t take long to find a photo of him 
enjoying himself at a Circle event with pint in hand.  This photo was 
taken at John Singleton’s President Sunday last summer when 
everyone was amused to see Tony seated next to Peter Clapham, 

wearing the same clothes and drinking the same beer in unison. Two Lancashire hotpots together! 

Unfortunately, last week was not a one of celebra>on for the Porters as Catherine experienced some 
medical issues.  But Tony can enjoy a celebratory drink this week with the excellent news that Catherine has 
recovered and is back home again.
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ROYAL ACADEMY OF SOUTHAMPTON CATENIANS by Dawn Harrison 

                                                                   
Our late Brother, Bernard Lavell, was a well-known local artist with paintings exhibited in John Lewis 
stores and an illustrator of several published books. Following the fascinating talk by Rob Trent at the 
February meeting, I discovered that Southampton Circle has two more accomplished painters in its midst.  
Here they talk about their work and what it means to them. 

Graham Palethorpe - Pain9ng in Re9rement 
When Harry sent me a copy of this painting on the right with the words “Can you 
guess who this is?”, it was a no-brainer as the likeness to Christine Palethorpe is 
stunning. It was painted by the man who knows her best, husband Graham. 
Surprisingly this accomplished portrait was only Graham’s second as he has been 
concentrating on landscapes and Spitfires. Past-President Graham and Christine 
took retirement last year and this is a new skill that Graham is acquiring. He says 
that it’s been a massive learning curve and one of the biggest challenges is painting 
fast enough before the acrylic paints start to dry out. YouTube has been very useful, 
offering tutorials in how to draw and painting tips from artists who are willing to 
share their expertise.  Books have also been very helpful and enjoyable to read. 

Graham’s first painting was of the Spitfire on the left, which he followed up 
with a few landscapes.  Despite this very impressive start, he put the paints 
away and didn’t bring them out until the beginning of the first Lockdown. 
Since then, he can be seen going down to the garden room whenever he has 
an hour or two to spare. There, in his painting studio, Graham finds a 
wonderful release from the worries and strains that we are all currently 
experiencing.  He says that he is very fortunate.  He is also very talented! 

Felicity Singleton - Returning to Her First Love 
Felicity first explored her love of art at college and might have taken it up as a full->me career had not 
children, farming, horses and a very busy life intervened. The paints and brushes were consigned to the 
aic un>l just recently when she rekindled her passion for pain>ng. Felicity’s style and themes are diverse 
and the scenes are all based on her life, current and past.  The beauty that she sees on her daily walks in 
the New Forest, such as Bramble Hill, her grandchildren on the beach, and the sheep that she and John 
care for daily, provide inspira>on. She draws on her memories of the Cornish coast with its magnificent 
waves, rugged rocks and rural coastline. Her ar>s>c eye is always surveying the world around her, 
remembering certain details that she can bring into her artwork.  Felicity has exhibited some of her work 
locally and has sold several pieces.  She says that pain>ng is therapeu>c and keeps her out of trouble! 
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Having already lost two Catenian Brothers from Southampton Circle this past year, it has come as a great shock 
to us all to lose two more Brothers during January, Derrick Aus?n and Pat O’Neill. Both brothers had been with 
Southampton Circle for many years and both will be sadly missed. 

DERRICK AUSTIN 
Derrick joined the Southampton Catenians on 5 July 1982. He served as 
Circle President from 1989 to 1990 and was a regular visitor of other 
Circles. He was concerned about recruitment and o[en ques>oned our 
membership fee as he was worried it might deter new members.  

Derrick was a friend to all of us and a happy par>cipant in many of our 
social events. He had a very cheerful and op>mis>c view of life. He also 
had a great sense of humour and had many stories to tell.  

Derrick was born on 30 October 1924. As a child he grew up with an 
uncle on a small holding in West Sussex. He enjoyed the experience and was knowledgeable about 
growing plants and vegetables. He learned to snare in order to provide for the dinner pot. 

In the Second World War, Derrick joined the RAF as a technician. In 1940, he witnessed the bombing of 
RAF Tangmere from a nearby hill. The same year, he and a friend were watching an aerial dogfight 
between a Spilire and a German fighter. As the Spilire chased down the German plane, extraneous 
bullets were thudding all around. Derrick was so cap>vated by the baTle that he forgot his own safety 
and was unceremoniously dumped into a ditch by his buddy, just in >me to avoid geing shot! Between 
1943 and 1944, Derrick serviced RAF planes in Malta, fixing shrapnel damage. Years later, he enjoyed a 
holiday in Malta with his son Paul where he revisited some of his old haunts. 

Derrick enjoyed holidays and travelled far and wide with his wife, Olive, and his family. He once said 
that he had seen most of Europe from his car. Derrick was also very sociable and took many 
opportuni>es to make and meet friends. In his early nine>es, he con>nued to holiday in Ibiza and, 
when asked how he coped with the young partygoers and the noisy nightlife, he replied that he and his 
friend would be out and about during the day when the youngsters were asleep or hungover, and then 
he would take out his hearing aids out at bed>me and wouldn’t hear a thing!  Derrick used to play golf 
with a good friend every week for over thirty years. Even a[er all that >me, he said “I s>ll can’t play golf 
very well, but I made good friends”. 

Derrick remained so sprightly that his fellow Brothers o[en forgot his age.  Mar>n Counihan recalled 
how Derrick Aus>n once talked about seeing the comedy duo, Laurel and Hardy, and was taken aback 
to realise that Derrick saw them live on stage! Derrick was delighted to get his Covid jab and was 
op>mis>c about Christmas in Lockdown: “I have seen a few Christmases in my life, and I don’t care if 
this one is going to be a bit less than usual”.  Please pray for Brother Derrick and his family. May he rest 
in peace. 

Brother Derrick’s funeral will take place at 11.30 am on Tuesday 23 February at St. Edmond’s Church, The 
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IN MEMORIAM by Mike Ingram
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PAT O’NEILL 
I knew Pat for many years as he worked with my father at the LSU Teachers’ 
Training College in Southampton but I only really got to know him well in 
the Catenians. He was always warm and welcoming. He had a ready smile 
and always appeared interested in others. 

Born in Merseyside, Pat spent 10 years as an Educa>on Officer in the Royal 
Navy before returning to general teaching, where he met his future wife, 
Ann. In 1973 he joined La Sainte Union (The Avenue, Southampton) as 
‘Senior Administra>ve Officer’.  He combined this role with ‘Clerk to the 
Governors’ at LSU and so worked closely with Bishop Derek Worlock, 

Bishop Anthony Emery and Bishop Crispian Hollis. He was an ac>ve and suppor>ve member of the 
‘Diocesan Youth Commission’, aTending all youth events and being ready to advise on all aspects of 
youth development and involvement in the life of the Diocese and the Church. He was a commiTed 
member of City Centre Parish, Southampton and Folkert Van Galen remembers that he was a joyful 
singer as a member of the St Joseph's Choir.   

Pat joined the Southampton Catenian Circle on 2 December 1974 at the age of 44.  In February 2015, 
we celebrated his 40th anniversary.  He was a good friend to many of us and enjoyed socialising with his 
fellow Catenians.  Harry Harrison says that Pat always called each month to give his personal apologies 
for not aTending the Circle dinner and, during the year that Harry was President, those calls were 
always accompanied by encouragement and kind words. In Pat’s last years, he was housebound and 
dependent upon oxygen due to pulmonary fibrosis but he never complained. He was more concerned 
about Ann, especially a[er her fall.  Pat always expressed much gra>tude for the care and aTen>on 
they both received from others, including the Catenians. Folkert recalls that he always finished phone 
calls with the words “God bless”.  Please pray also for Ann, his widow, and the family. May he rest in 
peace.   

Brother Pat’s funeral will take place at 10.30 am on Friday 26 February at St. Joseph’s Church, Bugle’s Street, 
Southampton. Online viewing via hJps://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUxGYYxAgmPBgKbk2ufciVw/featured. 
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PAUL SINGLETON, DAVID MILANA & JEAN RICE-ADAMS 

As well as losing two Brothers this month we also received news that John Singleton’s brother Paul, Alma Phillips’ 
son, David Milana,and Jenny Thompson’s mother, Jean Rice-Adams, passed away in January.  

Whilst Paul Singleton had not been well for some >me, the passing of David and Jean was unexpected for both 
their families.  This comes at a difficult >me for Alma as her daughter Antonella has not been well and required 
urgent surgery, which fortunately has been very successful, but Alma has also undergone surgery herself this 
weekend. But these current circumstances make the loss of a loved one par>cularly difficult for all. 

Please remember in your prayers: Paul Singleton, David Milana, Jean Rice-Adams and their families.  Please also 
pray for the speedy recovery of Alma and Antonella. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUxGYYxAgmPBgKbk2ufciVw/featured
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CIRCLE WELFARE                                                                                                                   
Please pray for our Brothers & ladies who are unwell:                                                                              

Myra & Bosco Andrade, Jane Barber,  
John Berridge, Ann & Tony Brady, Roger Carter,  

Henri Kemhadjian, Claire Lund Yates, Peter O’Connor, 
Ann O’Neill, Graham Palethorpe, Alma Phillips,                                                                                                

Catherine Porter & George Wysocki.  

Please also pray for:  

Luke Andrews, nephew of Paul & Jackie Andrews  

Mark Ingram, son of Mike & Jane Ingram  

Mark Owen, Bournemouth Circle                              

Antonella, daughter of Alma Phillips 

The Circle sends best wishes to Alma Phillips and Catherine Porter for whom this past weekend has been 
very challenging.  We are pleased to learn that both Alma and Catherine are now doing well.  

                                                                                                                                                 

IN MEMORIAM 
February anniversaries: 

James Cosgrove  

William O’Neill 

Robert Tickle 

Sonny Lewis 

Josephine Barber 

Please pray for our dearly departed Brothers, Derrick Aus>n and Pat O’Neill who passed away last month.  
Also for Bill Wood (Fleet Circle), David Milana, Jean Rice-Adams and Paul Singleton.  May they Rest in Peace 
and Rise in Glory. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with their families.
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS! 

Tony Porter (16) 

Paul Barber (19) 

Helen Eales (21) 

John Berridge (23) 

John Farran (28) 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS! 

Myra Andrade (4) 

Valerie Summerton (6) 

Paul Andrews (10) 

Chris>ne GrummiT (12) 

Henri Kemhadjian (25) 

Tony Murray (31)
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CIRCLE OFFICERS 2020-21

President Michael Ingram 01489 799 992 wbcfns@hotmail.com

Vice President Tony Murray 023 8094 3357 tonycfc@hotmail.co.uk

Immediate Past President John Singleton 01425 650 957 johnsingleton@pc-q.net

Provincial Councillor Harry Harrison 01794 388 418 d.harrison9.dh@gmail.com

Secretary Folkert van Galen 023 8073 6551 fvangalen@aol.com

Treasurer Paul Andrews 023 8025 3233 p.andrews@fastlizard.co.u

Membership Officer (+ Province) John Farran 023 8026 8184 jfarran1@aol.com

Registrar Malcolm Forster 023 8067 8229 malcolmandrita@b9nternet.com

Chamberlain Bob Millar 07811 388 273 millar.bob@gmail.com

Marshall Andy Philpoj 023 8086 9853 andrew.philpoj@virginmedia.com

Dining Officer Harry Harrison 01794 388 418 d.harrison9.dh@gmail.com

Charity Officer Roger Lillie 01794 501058 roger.lillie@gmail.com

Benevolent Board Chairman Mar9n Counihan 023 8184 6918 mjc@gmx.ie

Youth Officer Harry Harrison 01794 388 418 d.harrison9.dh@gmail.com

Careers & Employment Officer Harry Harrison 01794 388 418 d.harrison9.dh@gmail.com

Circle website: www.southamptoncatenians.org / Charity websites: twosaints.org.uk & mayfieldnurseries.org.uk

CATENIAN DIARY 2021

Tuesday 23 February COUNCIL MEETING 7.30 pm: By Zoom

Monday 1 March CIRCLE MEETING  (BROTHERS) 7.30 pm: By Zoom

Tuesday 2 March CROYDON CENTENARY MEETING By Zoom.  All Brothers welcome to aTend.

Friday 5 March SOTON LADIES ZOOM 8.00 pm: By Zoom.  Contact: Jane Ingram

Tuesday 16 March COFFEE MORNING 11.00 am:  By Zoom  Contact: Brother President

Tuesday 23 March COUNCIL MEETING 7.30 pm: By Zoom

Friday 2 April SOTON LADIES ZOOM 8.00 pm: By Zoom

Monday 5 April CIRCLE MEETING -                                   
INSTALLATION NIGHT                               

7.30 pm: By Zoom

Saturday 22 May GB VIRTUAL CONFERENCE Further details to be advised

BROTHER PRESIDENT’S ZOOM CIRCLE VISITS 

Salisbury Circle:  Thursday 25 February at 7.30 pm
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	DERRICK AUSTIN
	Brother Derrick’s funeral will take place at 11.30 am on Tuesday 23 February at St. Edmond’s Church, The Avenue, Southampton, followed by Committal at Southampton Crematorium.
	PAT O’NEILL
	Brother Pat’s funeral will take place at 10.30 am on Friday 26 February at St. Joseph’s Church, Bugle’s Street, Southampton. Online viewing via https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCUxGYYxAgmPBgKbk2ufciVw/featured.

