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The Catenians 
Strengthening family life 

through friendship and faith

SOUTHAMPTON CIRCLE NEWS 
Circle no. 12 in Province No. 11                               President: Bro. Pat Feighery 

FEBRUARY 2018

FEBRUARY COUNCIL 
MEETING 

7.30 pm,  
Tuesday 27 February 2018 

Mercure Dolphin Hotel, 
Southampton 

MARCH MEETING  

7.30 pm,  
Monday 5 March 2018 
Mercure Dolphin Hotel, 

Southampton 

Brothers night 
Jacket & tie optional 

March Welfare Officer 
Bill Eales 

March Whisky Donor 
Peter Summerton 

FEBRUARY 
MEETING STATISTICS 

Circle Strength:              46 
Present:                           24 
Apologies:                       22             
No Apologies:                   0              
Visitors:                            9                       
Visiting Gentlemen:        1          
Guests:                    3 

SOUTHAMPTON ROCKERS FINALLY TRIUMPH! 

This year’s New Age Kurling match was a very tense affair for the 
Southampton Rockers who had yet to score a win against the Winchester 
Wobblers since the annual rivalry had begun. Team Captain, Bro. Peter 
‘Snakehips’ Clapham, was in determined mood and got together a team of a 
large number of Brothers and wives.  Unfortunately the Winchester Captain, 
Neil Hendricks, and Frank Hinds had been equally successful with the size 
of their team and it was even stevens as the teams faced off over kurls with 
pushers at the ready. 

Fuelled by excellent scampi and chicken with chips or a ploughman’s, the 
competitors all showed impressive kurling skills. Tactics were ever present 
throughout the evening with the ladies showing themselves to be 
particularly adept at gamesmanship.  But it was all taken in the true spirit of 
Catenian friendly rivalry and once again this proved to be a very enjoyable 
Circle event. It was the Southampton Rockers who, for the first time, left 
with their heads high as the 2018 Champions but the Winchester Wobblers 
were not bowed in defeat 
and vowed to take back the 
crown next year! 

Congra tu la t ions go to 
organiser Peter Clapham, 
assisted by Meg, Jim and 
Siobhan Shine.  Thanks also 
go to Neil Hendricks and 
Frank Hinds without whose 
efforts on the Winchester 
Circle side, the competition 
would not have taken place. 

Of course it was a complete coincidence that Mike 
Lund Yates’s pusher made contact with Neil 
Hendriks’s leg just as he was about to make a play.
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Left: Southampton President Pat Feighery 
got his team off to a great start which 
merited a well deserved pat on the back 
from Siobhan Shine although Pat’s 
opponent, Bas Bush, was left clearly 
unimpressed!  

Right: The face of determination shows 
why Jim Shine was also a successful 
kurler for his team. 

WHAT WINCHESTER DIDN’T 
SEE! 

Not that the Southampton Rockers 
are a team to gloat…  

…well, okay, yes they are and 
here’s the proof. Once our 
Winchester friends had departed, 
the triumphant Rockers gathered 
together for a victory photo and 
they clearly could not contain 
their glee! 
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With thanks to John Farran and Harry Harrison for their photographic skills.
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FEBRUARY CIRCLE DINNER 
It was a very successful February Ladies Night as the photos below show. To quote one of the guests: “It’s 
what Catenian meetings used to be like all the time.”
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CathSoc Chaplain, Sr. Emiliana, and CathSoc student, Joanne Ellison, joined 
the Circle guests as part of the CathSoc Affiliation. Joanne, pictured left with 
Margaret Lillie, said that she had thoroughly enjoyed her first visit to the 
Southampton Circle and, as she will be at Southampton University for a few 
more years, she hopes to see the Brothers and wives at some of the CathSoc 
masses and joint events during the forthcoming year.

Left: New Forest President, Bill Pignatelli, 
and Membership Officer, Nick Coglan, were 
among five Brothers and four wives who 
attended from their Circle.   

Right: Newly-enrolled Southampton Brother, 
Stephen Whelan with Pat Feighery and John 
Thompson.

The Circle was delighted to welcome two Brothers from another Province. 
Reading President, Bro. Jim Hill and wife Sheila enjoyed a return to the 
area in which Jim was brought up. Jim’s hope to reunited with someone 
from the old days was realised when he met up with an old schoolfriend and 
a teacher. Left, Jim poses with his old maths teacher, Malcolm Forster, who 
was delighted to take a little credit for the fact that his former pupil went on 
to further his maths education! Jim and Sheila were joined by Reading Vice 
President, Frank Hogan.

Photographs by John Farran and Dawn Harrison.

It is always a special event when a new Brother joins 
a Circle. So all the Catenian Brothers at the February 
meeting were delighted to witness the enrolment of 
Stephen Whelan. Stephen and wife Grania, seen here 
with Bro. President Pat and Sheila Feighery, live in 
Romsey. Their daughter, Finnola, is known to many 
of the Circle as a member of staff at Keats. Bro. Pat 
Feighery was delighted to celebrate his last Ladies 
Night as President with an enrolment.  He, Sheila and 
the Southampton Circle give a warm welcome to 
Stephen and Grania and look forward to seeing them 
at meetings and events during the forthcoming year. 
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ABOUT DEBRA 
At Monday’s dinner, past President Graham Palethorpe presented Peter and 
Jenni Fincham with a cheque in the sum of £2,157 to DEBRA, his President’s 
charity for 2016/17. Here, Peter Fincham talks about EB  and the charity. 

It was with great pleasure that Jenni and I joined the Southampton Circle as 
the grateful recipients of your excellent hospitality and financial generosity. 

I was unaware of DEBRA until ten years ago when our two children were 
diagnosed with a rare strain of Epidermolysis Bullosa (EB) on the same day. 
EB is a group of inherited connective tissue diseases which cause blisters in 
the skin, with many of those born with the disease being referred to as 
“Butterfly Children”. Suffers often experience their skin tearing or blistering 
at the slightest touch and some do not see adolescence as a result of the chronic infections winning the battle. 
For those who make adulthood, the pain and suffering remains an intense, life-limiting normality. But there is 
good news and there is hope. DEBRA is currently funding a number of clinical trials which continue to show 
positive results. Not all research gets to the trials stage and those trials that do progress through the full 
lifecycle can take as long as 15 years to complete. But without the funding made available to DEBRA from 
individual efforts, nothing would get off the ground, let alone reach a positive outcome. 

DEBRA also supports the care of children and adults with the condition and provides specialist respite 
facilities for families dealing with the daily impact of EB. However, while global in outreach, the charity 
does not receive government funding and relies entirely on the generosity of people like you. With the 
continued support of donors through DEBRA, medical advancement made in the last decade can build on the 
foundations needed to eventually eradicate this dreadfully life limiting condition.  

For more information contact peter.d.fincham@gmail.com, or go to debra.org.uk.  

Peter and Jenni’s daughter, Grace, has been taken seriously ill during the past week.  Please pray for Grace, her brother Freddie 
who is also an EB sufferer and for Peter and Jenni. 
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APOSTLESHIP OF THE SEA 
Bro. Harry Harrison is seen here on Monday night sharing a joke with Rev. 
Roger Stone, Port Chaplain for the Apostleship of the Sea which is Bro. 
President’s charity for 2017/18. Rev. Stone gave an entertaining and 
impassioned after-dinner talk about his work and about the dreadful 
conditions that ships’ crews endure. This pastoral role involves helping the 
crew improve their daily conditions, praying over them when they are ill 
and alone, and supporting them in situations of employment abuse.  Rev. 
Stone spoke about several sad cases of lonely and badly treated sailors 
who he had met and helped, including a man from the Philippines who he 
prayed over daily throughout a difficult period in intensive care. He also 

spends Christmas Day visiting the ships as a pseudo Father Christmas, dispensing gifts.  Sadly cruise ships 
like Cunard no longer employ the Apostleship chaplains for the Christmas and Easter services which 
provided the chaplains with an opportunity to use that time to attend to the spiritual needs of the crew.  

Rev. Stone finished by thanking Bro. President and the Circle for the much-needed support to the charity 
over this past year.

mailto:peter.d.fincham@gmail.com
mailto:peter.d.fincham@gmail.com
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WHEN PHOEBE MET PETER! 
In a previous issue of the Circle newsletter, we announced that Bro. Peter 
O’Connor had become a great-grandfather for the first time to little Phoebe 
Mae. Phoebe’s parents, David and Katie, live in Biggleswade, Bedfordshire 
which is a two and a half hour journey from Southampton so it wasn’t until 
the day after Boxing Day that the whole family were able to get together.  
That was where Peter met Phoebe for the first time when she was just under 
five months old.  

Peter’s daughter Theresa was on hand to record the auspicious occasion and 
she has kindly sent us a photograph of a proud Peter holding his great-
granddaughter.  Phoebe may only be 5 months old but, as you can see from 
the photo, she already has a jazzy taste in socks! 
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BRO. DEREK PHILLIPS’ NEW APPOINTMENT 

The Catholic Academies and Schools Office have confirmed the approval by Bishop Egan 
of the appointment of Bro. Derek Phillips as Foundation Governor at St. Patrick’s Catholic 
Primary School, Southampton. Under the trusteeship of the Diocese of Portsmouth, St. 
Patrick’s describes itself as a popular and vibrant school on the east side of Southampton, serving 
a diverse community. It lists its aims as developing the unique potential of both schoolchildren and staff, and 
working hard to achieve high standards through love of learning, high-quality relationships and an inspiration 
curriculum. 

Bro. Derek brings to the post his previous experience as Trustee Ambassador to the Development Trust of 
Southampton University, during the time of Vice Chancellor Bill Wakeham. The Southampton Circle 
congratulates their fellow brother on his appointment and wishes him well in this vital work of 
evangelisation and ministry to young people and families through Catholic education.

FEBRUARY HOOLIGANS 
The Turfcutters Arms, East Boldre,  
12.00 noon on Tuesday 20 February 

If you fancy letting out your inner hooligan in February, 
you will be in excellent company at the Circle’s Hooligans 
Lunch at the Turfcutters Arms in East Boldre. Yet again, 
Bro. David Palmer sacrificed his girth for the sake of his 
fellow Brothers by testing out the pub, accompanied by the 
Circle’s Chief Tasting Officer, Bob Millar. They 
pronounced the Turfcutters to be a traditional country pub 
serving ‘good grub’. That they ran into the New Forest 
Circle there was another testimony to the pub’s suitability 
for the Hooligans Club.

HAMPSHIRE NIGHT AT KEATS 
Keats Restaurant, Ampfield  

Thursday 15 March 

Please join Bro. Pat and wife Sheila for Pat’s 
last event as Circle President at the annual 
Keats evening. Sheila has chosen a 
‘Hampshire Night’ theme at which to say a 
final Feighery farewell and we can look 
forward to delicious local fare. Please do 
come along to support Pat and Sheila and 
show your appreciation for a fabulous 
2017/18 President’s year.  The contact for 
this event is Bro. Harry Harrison. 
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TWINNING TOILETS ACROSS THE WORLD! 
As a parishioner at Our Lady of Sorrows and St Philip Benizi Catholic Church, 
Bro. Derek Eales represents Fordingbridge and its district on the Churches 
Together Group. Last year, the group decided to embrace an initiative called 
‘Toilet Twinning’ and embarked on a project to encourage all the local churches, 
schools, clubs, pubs and businesses in Fordingbridge to take part.  The group 
received an excellent response from the Fordingbridge community. Local 
churches, schools, clubs, pubs and businesses thought up ingenious and 
entertaining ways to raise money from sponsored events and money collecting in 
Smarties tubes.  The children were very much part of the fundraising. 

The name of this initiative may raise a wry chuckle but behind it lies a serious crisis for those living in the 
world’s poorest communities.  Families, schools, whole villages in many parts of the world subsist without a 
functioning toilet. Children, teenagers, adults and the elderly must walk out into the scrubland, separated 
from the village, to find privacy to do what we all take for granted.  For these precious moments of seclusion, 
they risk death from attack by wild animals. Vulnerable girls and women are exposed to the danger of rape.  
There is often an unawareness of the need for hygiene around this basic function as well as a woeful lack of 
facilities and water resulting in additional hazards of infection and disease. Diarrhoea has become a fatal 
consequence of disease for these communities, especially for the young, the frail and the elderly. 

Bill’s wife, Helen, is on their church’s Pastoral Committee and, through her, Bill was able to bring the project 
to the attention of its members. The suggestion was initially met with some amusement of course but Canon 
Paul Townsend and the committee were fully committed to the idea and a 
launch day of 19 November 2017 was chosen. Coincidentally, or not, this 
was World Toilet Day! The Toilet Twinning Association sent literature, 
DVDs, marketing goods such as T-shirts, stickers, decorated toilet rolls 
and soaps which were sold at a dedicated coffee morning.  Parishioners 
also took away application forms so that they could twin their own toilets 
at home.  As a sister parish to Fordingbridge, Ringwood’s Sacred Heart 
held a collection at their church on the same Sunday. 

Fordingbridge have twinned their hall toilets with those in two different 
villages: Drill in Liveria and Mwandiga in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo.  Ringwood has twinned their church toilet with the one in Lurarwe 
Village in Malawi. The Toilet Twinning Association has sent both parishes 
certificates with photographs from the overseas village and these have pride 
of place in the hall facilities for everyone to see. 

Shockingly, 2.5 billion people in the 21st century don't have a loo! It costs 
just £60 to twin a toilet with a single household latrine in an impoverished 
community and £240 to twin with a whole school block.  
  

If you would like more information for your own or any 
other toilets that you use, please contact Bill on 
billeales33@gmail.com or, better still, check out the 
Twinning Toilet website at www.toilettwinning.org. 

Thanks to Bill and Helen Eales for this article and the photos. 
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mailto:billeales33@gmail.com
http://www.toilettwinning.org/
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IN MEMORIAM 
Please pray for Circle Brothers and ladies whose anniversaries occur in 
the month of February:  
  
 James Cosgrove  Sonny Lewis 
 William O’Neill Josephine Barber   
 Robert Tickle Gertie McDonald 
  

January has been a particularly sad month with the loss of several Brothers 
in Province 11.  Please pray for the Repose of the Soul of Bros. Pip Coan 
(Basingstoke), Michael Prowse (Fleet) and John Tree (New Forest) and 
remember their families in your prayers.  Bro. Secretary has circulated 
details of funeral arrangements. 

The Circle was also sad to learn that Eileen Malloy, sister of Claire Lund 
Yates, also passed away in January after several years of ill health. Our 
thoughts are with Claire and her family at this time. May Eileen Rest in 
Peace and Rise in Glory.  

FEBRUARY 
BIRTHDAYS 

Paul Barber (19) 
Helen Eales (21) 

John Berridge (23) 
Pat Tomlins (27) 
John Farran (28) 

FEBRUARY 
PRESIDENT’S          

CHARITY LOTTERY 

1st prize:  Jane Barber 
2nd prize:  Roger Lillie 

FEBRUARY               
WHISKY DRAW 

Winner: Peter Clapham 

MARCH CIRCLE  
DINNER MENU 

Pan fried cornfed            
Chicken Supreme                 

with pesto cream sauce 
~~~~~~~~ 

Baked loin of cod              
with salsa verde 

~~~~~~~~ 
All the above served with pan 

fried herb potato cake & 
roasted vegetables 

~~~~~~~~ 
Roasted cherry tomato           
& minted pea risotto               

with goat’s cheese crumbs     
& pea shoot salad 

~~~~~~~~ 
Chocolate & hazelnut 

cheesecake                         
with mixed berry puree             

& Chantilly cream 
or 

Cheese platter 
~~~~~~~~ 

Please advise Bro. David 
Palmer of your choice. 

CIRCLE WELFARE                                                                                                                    
Your prayers for our Brothers and wives who are unwell would be much 
appreciated:                                                                                       

  Myra Andrade   Bill Day 
  Bosco Andrade   Rita Forster 
  Sheila Barber    Pat O’Neill 
  Tony Brady    Kathleen Parker 
  Roger Carter    Jean Reese 

Please also pray for:  

Alexander Baker (Bill Day’s grandson)  
Marie Sawyer (John Singleton’s sister) 

  Grania Wheelan (wife of Stephen) who recently had a fall. 
  Dee Owen who broke a kneecap following a fall.

BROTHER SECRETARY’S MEANDERINGS 

An accident happened to my brother Jim 
When somebody threw a tomato at him; 
Tomatoes are juicy and don’t hurt the skin, 
But this one was specially packed in a tin.    
                                                                                                                
(Anon) 
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CIRCLE EVENTS 2018

The February visit to the Winchester Planetarium has been cancelled.

Tuesday 20 February HOOLIGANS LUNCH 
CLUB

12.00 noon: The Turfcutters Arms, East Boldre, SO42 7WL.  
Contact: Bro. Secretary.

Tuesday 27 February COUNCIL MEETING 7.30 pm: Dolphin Hotel, Southampton, SO14 2HN. 

Monday 5 March CIRCLE MEETING & 
DINNER

7.30 pm: Dolphin Hotel, Southampton, SO14 2HN.  Brothers 
night. Jacket/tie optional. Contact: Bro. Secretary.

Thursday 15 March HAMPSHIRE NIGHT AT 
KEATS

7.30 pm:  Keats Restaurant, Ampfield, SO51 9BQ.  Contact 
Bro. Harry Harrison.

Tuesday 20 March HOOLIGANS LUNCH 
CLUB

12.00 noon: The Dog & Crook, Braishfield, SO51 0QB.  
Contact: Bro. Secretary.

Wednesday 28 March COUNCIL MEETING 7.30 pm: Dolphin Hotel, Southampton, SO14 2HN. 

Monday 9 April INSTALLATION NIGHT 7.30 pm: Dolphin Hotel, Southampton, SO14 2HN.  This is 
Installation Night of Bro. Harry Harrison as President as well 
as Ladies night.  Black tie & posh frocks.  Contact: Bro. 
Secretary.

BRO. PRESIDENT’S CIRCLE VISITS:  FEBRUARY - MARCH 2018

Note: this list has changed since the January newsletter was issued.

Thursday 22 February 7.30 pm: Salisbury Circle Grasmere House Hotel, 70 Harnham Road, Salisbury SP2 8JN

Tuesday 27 March 7.00 pm: New Forest Circle 600th The Crown Hotel, High Street, Lyndhurst SO43 7NF

If you wish to accompany Bro. President, please advise Bro. Harry Harrison.

President Pat Feighery 023 8076 0255 pfeighery245@btinternet.com

Vice President Harry Harrison 01794 388 418 d.harrison9@btinternet.com

Provincial Councillor Daverio Matteucci 023 8025 2744 daveriomatteucci@googlemail.com

Secretary David Palmer 023 8063 0008 drtpalmer@hotmail.com

Dining Officer David Palmer 023 8063 0008 drtpalmer@hotmail.com

Treasurer Patrick Dobell 023 8077 3631 pj.dobell@btinternet.com

Membership Officer John Farran 023 8026 8184 jfarran1@aol.com

Benevolent Fund Officer Tony Wilson 023 8026 6617 tonypaulwil@gmail.com

Circle website: www.southamptoncatenians.org / Charity website:  www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk

mailto:pfeighery245@btinternet.com
mailto:daveriomatteucci@googlemail.com
mailto:drtpalmer@hotmail.com
mailto:drtpalmer@hotmail.com
mailto:pj.dobell@btinternet.com
mailto:jfarran1@aol.com
mailto:tonypaulwil@gmail.com
http://www.southamptoncatenians.org
http://www.apostleshipofthesea.org.uk

